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500 miles westward from Herschel 
Island to Point Barrow, and in all 
this distance, except at these two 
places, practically no permanent hu- 
man habitation can be found. The 
sea is visited only by an occasional 
whaler or by a United States reve- 
nue cutter, and the land back from 
the shore tempts few to its wastes 
except geographers or geologists, 
who will not be content until they 
have explored and mapped all parts 
of the world. The results of long- 
continued travel and study in this 
far-off land by one of these ex- 
plorers, Ernest deK. Leffingwell, 
have recently been published by the 
United States Geological Survey, 
Department of the Interior, in a re- 
port entitled " The Canning River 
Region, Northern Alaska." 

Mr. Leffingwell spent nine sum- 
mers and six winters on the Arctic '. 
Coast, made thirty-one trips, cover- ! 
ing about 4,500 miles, by sled and 
small boat, and traversed the coast ' 
ten times by ship. Nearly all other 
parties that have made explorations 
in Alaska have been large enough j 
to permit a division of the scientific 
observations and the physical labor j 
incident to travel among several , ! 
men, but during most of the time he | 
devoted to these explorations Mr. 
Leffingwell had only one white man 
to help him — a man who could take 
no part in the scientific observa- j 
tions. In many of his journeys he 
had only one or two Eskimo com- 
panions, and in some he traveled 
entirely alone. He chose his own 
field and made explorations at his 
own initiative and expense, and the 
results he sets forth in the report 
just published are therefore in every ; 
' sense of the word entirely his own 
contribution to science and to a bet- 
ter understanding of Arctic Alaska. 
The Canning River region, which j 
is the principal subject of the re- 1 
port, lies one third of the distance 
between the international boundary 
and Point Barrow. It is about mid- 
way between the area explored in 



1911 and 1912 by the International 
Boundary Survey party, to which 
A. G. Maddren, of the United States 
Geological Survey, was attached as 
geologist, and the Colville River re- 
gion, which was mapped both topo- 
graphically and geologically in 1901 
by a party sent out by the United 
States Geological Survey in charge 
of W. J. Peters and F. C. Schrader. 
The southern part of the Canning 
River region lies in the Endicott 
Mountains, whose high, rugged, 
snow-clad peaks rise to elevations of 
9,000 feet. Many large streams 
head in these mountains and flow 
northward, transverse to the trend 
of lower ridges, which extend east 
and west. At a distance of fifteen 
to fifty miles south of the coast these 
ridges disappear and the country 
has a gently sloping, almost un- 
broken, surface. This shoreward 
region is simply a flat tundra plain 
dotted with shallow ponds and lakes. 
Many of the larger rivers flow 
through this plain in cuts so shal- 
low that their existence might not 
be suspected at a distance of half 
a mile. 

SCIENTIFIC ITEMS 

We record with regret the death 
of Frederick Du Cane Godman, the 
distinguished English naturalist, and 
of J. J. T. Schloesing, professor of 
agricultural chemistry at Paris, 
who has died at the age of ninety- 
four years. 

The British Association for the 
Advancement of Science will resume 
its series of annual meetings this 
year at Bournemouth from Septem- 
ber 9 to 13, under the presidency of 
the Hon. Sir Charles Parsons. — The 
annual meeting of the National 
Academy of Sciences was held at the 
Smithsonian Institution in Wash- 
ington at the end of April. The 
William Ellery Hale Lecture was 
given by James Henry Breasted, 
professor of Egyptology and oriental 
history, University of Chicago, on 
" The Origin of Civilization." 



